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seemed inclined to take the offensive. He had two men to the King's one, and his citizen soldiers were eager to fight, and cheered " Old Robin " whenever he appeared amongst them. But, as after Edgehill, " the old soldiers of fortune, on whose judgment the general most relied/' were against fighting, and he called back Hampden, evacuated Kingston, and suffered Charles to draw off his troops undisturbed. The march on London was stopped, at least for this year ; the shops of its citizens were safe, and neither " captain or colonel or knight-at-arms" threatened the " defenceless doors " of Puritan poets. Charles retired to Oxford; the parliamentary army went into winter quarters, and the campaign ended as indecisively as Edgehill had ended. With a larger and better equipped army, and with greater pecuniary resources at his disposal, Essex had throughout allowed the King to take the initiative, and neglected every opportunity offered him by fortune. Charles, on the other hand, as soon as he got together an army, adopted a consistent strategic plan, and pursued it with energy and even audacity. His outposts were now within thirty miles of London, and all over England his followers were gaining ground and gaining heart.
^ Ever since September, Cromwell had been serving under Essex, and this unsuccessful campaign was his sole training in the art of war. At Edgehill, his troops formed part of the regiment commanded by Sir Philip Stapleton, one of the two regiments which did such splendid service on that day." In later years, it pleased party pamphleteers to assert